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NEWSLETTER 

The OJA continues 
to evolve. 

 
The key areas of 

focus are a more 
active and dynamic 

OJA and regular 
networking events. 

 

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 

 

 
 
2017 Has proved to be an eventful time for the OJA as a whole and there have been some 

truly inspiring events so far, beginning with the SJC career networking evening in February. A 

collaboration between the OJA and St John’s College, the evening introduces students to 

potential career paths, companies and industries by providing deeper insights into those 

careers through professionals, and afford the students an invaluable networking opportunity. 

Our aim is to host these initiatives termly. 

 

In June the OJA hosted the Annual OJ dinner which took place in a wonderfully decorated 

marquee on Endean field. This year’s dinner was the largest on record, with close on 370 

attendees. The day after, St John’s College hosted the annual Gaudy Day celebrations for Old 

Johannians – the weekend continues to be a major event for Old Johannians of all ages.  
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June also saw successful reunions take place – the 1997 and 1987 old boys celebrated their 

20th and 30th reunions respectively. Also in London, the class of 1963 held its fifth annual 

London dinner since its 50th year reunion – a truly inspiring class. 

 

There has been a high number of extraordinary OJ news during 2017 so far. Some highlights 

include:   

 

 Stephen McGown (Nash 1992) was released from captivity in Mali where he had been 

held hostage since November 2011. 

 Chris Froome (Nash 2003) won his fourth Tour de France. 

 Professor Tshilidzi Marwala (Sixth Form 1990) became the new vice-chancellor and 

principal of the University of Johannesburg. 

 Siya Xuza (Hodgson 2007), in honour of his work in developing a rocket and creating 

safer, more energy-efficient rocket fuel in the process, had a planet named after him 

and was awarded the Order of Mapungubwe.  

 Abel Selaocoe (Nash 2009) was awarded the 2017 Standard Bank Young Artist for 

Music. 

 Matthew Franco (Eales) Davies (Fleming 2015) and Giggs Kgole (Hill 2015) won the 

CNN Freedom Project: Public Service Advert, for tackling modern-day slavery. 

 Giggs Kgole (Hill 2015) also received a prestigious full scholarship to study Art at John 

Cabot University in Rome. 

 Connor Mercer (Hill 2016) was among the students honoured by Wits vice chancellor, 

Professor Adam Habib for academic excellence. 

 

The OJA continues to evolve. The key areas of focus are:  

 

 A more active and dynamic OJA. 

 Ongoing development work on the database. 

 Ensuring that the Johannian Club is a community-centric offering. 

 A high level of focus on communications, keeping OJs connected with both the OJA 

and SJC.  

 Regular networking events, creating a more “physically” active OJA. 

 Continuation and improvement of the reunions initiative. 

 Establishing and increasing the relevance of the OJA to pupils and recently 

matriculated boys through the use of the OJ network. 

 

The year has not been without its challenges, however, and the second term saw the school 

embroiled in a scandal related to a teacher found guilty of racist remarks. Members of the 

OJA have worked hard, through the elected Council structures, to put the school on the right 

footing.  

 

More than 25 different interventions are being considered, or are in advanced stages of 

planning. These have been ably communicated to the St John’s community in a letter from Dr 

Jon Patricios, Chairman of Council - Moving Forward in Faith: New Transformation and Anti-

Racism Initiatives at St John’s College - 

http://www.stjohnscollege.co.za/pdfs/NewtransformationFinal.pdf.  Some of the initiatives 

include:  

http://www.stjohnscollege.co.za/pdfs/NewtransformationFinal.pdf
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 An anti-racism policy 

 A stakeholder survey 

 The “Hearing and Hope” task team  

 A Transformation Office 

 Counselling for students 

 Parent dialogues 

 Ongoing communication and updates with the St John’s community, the Bishop, the 

Gauteng MEC for Education, and other stakeholders. 

 

An Independent Representative Interim Committee (IRIC) has also been established to drive 

transformation in the school. Lavery Modise is the chair of the committee and there are an 

additional 20 members, 10 of whom were nominated by the existing St John’s College Council 

and 10 of whom are representative of the stakeholders of St John’s College. The OJA 

representatives on the committee are Mabine Seabe II (Thomson 2007), Dr Yazeed Seedat 

(Alston 1995) and OJA Chairman, Damian Boyce (Nash 1981).  

 

As the OJA, we are committed to ongoing engagement and communication with all OJs. We 

continue to strengthen our database and we ask that you interact with us and provide us with 

as much up-to-date information as possible. If you are uncertain as to whether the OJA has 

your details, or if you don’t receive regular communications from us, please get in touch with 

us on info@oja.co.za. 

 

I extend my thanks and appreciation to the OJA committee for your hard work, time and 

dedication. I also extend my appreciation and thanks to the broader OJA community for 

giving of your time. Without these selfless contributions, the rich tapestry that is the OJ 

community could not be maintained.  

  

Sincerely 

 

Damian Boyce  

Chairman – The Old Johannian Association 

 

UPCOMING 2017 EVENTS 
 

DATE 

 

 

EVENTS  

(for details on the events visit www.oja.co.za) 

 

30 September On The Night (Fireworks Spectacular) 

9 November Remembrance Day Service 

20 November Combined Carol Service 

25 November Annual OJ vs Prep Cricket Match 

 
                                      

 

 

mailto:info@oja.co.za
http://www.oja.co.za/
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PAST EVENTS 

 

OJA/SJC CAREER NETWORKING EVENING – 16 Feb 2017 
 

On the 16th of February 2017, our OJA/SJC Career Networking Evening, a collaboration between 

the Old Johannian Association and St John’s College, was held at the Johannian Club. The aim of 

the initiative is three fold: 

 

 To introduce students to potential career paths, by providing deeper insights into those 

careers through professionals 

 To give students insights into the companies and industries represented by the different 

professionals 

 To allow students to network with professionals in their proposed careers and ultimately 

build life-long career contacts and mentors  

 

OJs in the medical and Chartered Accounting fields gave our SJC students some insights into 

their chosen career paths and their journeys to get to where they are today...A very inspiring 

evening. Thank you OJs for 'giving back to the school'! 

 

The OJA would like to thank the following OJs for their inspiring talks to the Grade 11, 12 & 

Sixth Form students:  

 Chartered Accounting - Chris Patricios and Siphethe Dumeko. Unfortunately Graeme Marais 

could not attend due to unforeseen circumstances. 

 Medicine - Dr Bretton Woods, Dr Brad Hoffmann, Dr Marc Hauptfleisch and Dr Gregory 

Firth.  

 

 

 

Career Evening  

OJ participants 
 

Left to right: 
 
 Dr Gregory Firth  

(Nash 1993) 

 Dion Libera (OJ and HOD:  
Life Orientation) 

 Siphethe Dumeko  
(Thomson 1998) 

 Dr Brad Hoffmann  
(Thomson 1980) 

 Dr Bretton Woods  
(Hill 1993) 

 Dr Marc Hauptfleisch  
(Clayton 1997) 

 Chris Patricios  
(Clayton 1995) 

   

 

 

The general feedback from the students was that sessions such as these are very beneficial as 

they help provide a more realistic picture of what working in the various professions is like.   

 

The OJA’s intention is to hold one Career Networking Evening per school term, with the next one 

focusing on a few additional careers. 

 

If any OJs are keen to take part in this initiative and offer some guidance to the St John’s 

students in their chosen career, kindly contact the OJA office – info@oja.co.za. 

mailto:info@oja.co.za
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22nd ANNUAL EASTER RUGBY FESTIVAL – 13, 15 and 17 APRIL 
 
The 22nd St John’s College Easter Rugby Festival was, as always, a popular festival for the Old 

Johannian community.  The event was a great opportunity for OJs to reconnect with fellow OJs, 

past teachers as well as parents and alumni from all of the festival schools.  

 

Over the years the Easter Rugby Festival has truly become a world-class event, hosted by a 

world-class school. Many man hours go into the planning and execution of this festival and its 

success is all thanks to the Rugby Festival committee, the event sponsors, the school staff, the 

boys and the extended community, as well as all visiting supporters and schools. 

 

Thank you all for a most memorable event and we look forward to next year. 

 

For a list of the high school results, click here. 

 

MORISON ABEL GOLF DAY – 23 JUNE 2017 
 

On the 23rd of June the OJA hosted the annual Morison Abel Golf Day at the Royal 

Johannesburg and Kensington Golf Course. Last year we only managed to fill 14 fourballs and 

are proud to announce that this year we managed to book out the whole morning field with 30 

fourballs. 

 

 
 

It was great to see the fourballs filled out by both young and old OJs. We were also privileged to 

have a fourball of teachers who have served at St John’s for many year; Adrian Norris, Alan 

Lion-Cachet, Wynand Pretorius and Bradley Cotterell (OJ). We would like to thank them for 

taking part. We were also glad to have the College 1st team taking part, as the Old Johannian 

Association endeavours to build on the relationship between the College boys and Old 

Johannians.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://r.sjc.co.za/EasterRugbyFest_2017_Results
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We would like to congratulate the following winners: 

 

 1st place and Morison Abel Trophy: Jason Surtees (Clayton 2007) 

 2nd place and Martin Gibb Trophy: Vincent Schaffler (Hill 2009) 

 

1st Fourball Alliance: 1. Nick Sproule 

 2. Dean Ronnie 

 3. Matthew Sham 

 4. Chris Hewitt 

2nd Fourball Alliance: 1. Bart Ogonowski 

 2. William Whitecross 

 3. Mark Rice 

 4. Antony De Gouveia 

3rd Fourball Alliance: 1. James Hobson 

 2. Donovan van der Westhuizen 

 3. Andrew Egbers 

 4. Vincent Bruinders 

 

 Closest to the pin and Clive Rice Trophy: Andrew Chouler (Clayton 2008) 

 Closet to the pin: Paul Barrow (Thomson 1987) 

 Longest Drive: Ben Maxton (Nash 2006) 

 Longest Drive: Andrew Egbers  

 Longest Day: Grant Buchanan (Hill 1997) 

 

 

 
 

 

We would like to thank all the players that took part in this year’s golf day and for making it 

such a great success. On behalf of the Old Johannian Association we would like to thank the 

Royal Johannesburg and Kensington Golf Club for hosting and accommodating us. We would 

also like to thank Glen Huddy and Wendy Huddy for ensuring the day was a great success. 

 

We look forward to seeing you all again next year! 

 

Gareth Heidt (Alston 2008) 

OJA committee 
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ANNUAL OJ DINNER – 23 JUNE 2017 
 
The annual Old Johannian Association Dinner has grown in recent years, and has now outgrown 

one of the largest halls at the school, Darragh Hall. The 2017 dinner was the largest on record, 

with close on 370 attendees. 
 

 
 
Traditionally the school erects a marquee on Endean field for the Saturday Gaudy Day lunch, 

and this year the OJA partnered with the school to make use of the facilities on the Friday night. 

The venue looked perfect and the photo album on the OJA Facebook Group “St John's College 

Old Johannian Association” has some wonderful images of the new layout and format.   

 

 
 

The OJA would like to thank the many members who attended the dinner, as well as the various 

reunions that attended, with particular thanks to the organisers of the 20 year reunion (Dave 

Patricios, Thami Mxadana, Lesego Molwantwa, Greg Kockott and Marc Hauptfleisch) and 

representatives from the Class of 2007 - 10 year reunion (Alessandro Di Trapani and Mabine 

Seabe) and Class of 1977 reunion - 40 Year (Chick Forsyth). 

 

Approximately 370 guests arrived on Endean Field as the sun was setting over The Charlotte 

Maxeke Hospital, a view we all know so well. 
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The St John’s UIV class took part in the school CEO sleep-out challenge 

on Burger Field that same evening where the pupils spent the night 

sleeping out in the cold to raise funds and awareness for the desperately 

under-funded charity known as Angles Baby Sanctuary. The OJs in 

attendance generously assisted in raising R10,000.00 towards this noble 

cause that night. 

 

Dr. Ben Oosthuizen arranged for the College Big Band to entertain 

guests during the pre-drinks, and once again the OJA would like to 

thank him and the boys for their annual support. 

 

As the night snuck in, and the temperature plummeted, it took an 

enormous effort to get everyone to take their seats. 

 

The Chairman of Council, Dr Jon Patricios, officially welcomed all to the 

108th edition of the dinner, followed by an address by the new OJA 

Chairman, Damian Boyce. Damian’s address focused on updating OJs on 

the running of the association and a key message for many was that he 

encouraged members to make regular use of the club, and to stay in touch 

with the Association.  

 

Reshard Kolabhai (Nash 2011) then led the Boar’s Head Choir into the 

marquee and they performed flawlessly. Reshard has been instrumental in 

recent years in leading this choir with incredible passion. 

  

 

Chick Forsyth (Hill 1976 and Sixth Form 

1977) gave a moving introduction to our 

guest speaker, Old Johannian Kim Wolhuter 

(Hill 1976), a wildlife film maker. A bare 

footed Wolhuter took to the stage to the 

soundtrack of laughing hyenas, a sound that 

he says he hears almost every week while 

living in the bush. We live in interesting times 

where most conversations are about the 

economy or our political climate, so it was 

refreshing to hear about Kim’s life in the 

bush.  

 

Kim’s company, Mavela Media, films and 

photographs wildlife in the most intimate and 

realistic of ways, always being sure to 

document animals behaving in the most 

natural of ways.  Since 1988 Kim has made 

documentaries on southern African Wildlife for 

National Geographic, BBC, Discovery Channel 

and Animal Planet. 

 

Kim took us on a journey into the African bush, to a place where he plays with hyenas and 

sleeps next to cheetahs. The room was silent and you could have heard a pin drop as Kim talked 

about his time in the bush. The talk ended with the OJs giving him a standing ovation. 

 

The evening ended with the school hymn, and then dancing followed.  The DJ for the evening 

ensured that there was a festive atmosphere and many couples took to the dance floor.  

 

Many hours of work go into the planning of this dinner and the OJA would like to thank Sandra 

Lou, Natalie Campbell and the school’s outsourced events company, Kurt Fredericks, Theron 
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Bonnet, Peter Henning and Jacqui Deeks. A big thank you to Mr Paul Edey and Mr Rob Long who 

assisted the OJA in making this dinner possible in the marquee on Endean.  

 

 
 

As Dave Patricios said in 2016, the demand for the Annual Dinner has increased noticeably over 

recent years and we hope to keep growing the dinner in years to come.  

 

The Old Johannian Association would again like to encourage all Old Johannians across the globe 

to please stay in touch with the Association. The easiest way to connect is on Facebook by 

requesting to join the closed group. You can click here to request to join – “St John's College Old 

Johannian Association”. 

 

Please also be sure to send your updated info to our OJA office: info@oja.co.za     

 

Craig Green – Hill 2000 

OJA committee 

 

GAUDY DAY - 24 JUNE 2017 
 

On the 24th of June St John’s College hosted the annual Gaudy Day celebrations for Old 

Johannians.  

 

 
 

Paul Edey (Headmaster), Prof. Warwick Peacock 
(Golden Eagle Award recipient), Damian Boyce 

(OJA Chairman) 

The Gaudy Day weekend continues to be a 

major event for Old Johannians, young and 

old.   

 

The OJA hosted the Morison Abel Golf Day and 

OJ dinner on Friday the 23rd. OJs then joined 

the Gaudy Day celebrations on Saturday the 

24th. 

 

After a successful OJ dinner the night before, 

the Saturday morning events commenced 

with the morning mass in the school chapel.  

 

There the school and OJs celebrated the great 

achievements of Prof. Warwick John Peacock 

(Nash 1958) for his contribution to medicine 

and surgery in particular. 

 

The program for the day was filled with numerous sporting activities. The following sports were 

played against the Prep and College teams: rugby, soccer, hockey, water polo, squash, tennis, 

basketball and chess.  This year water polo was added as a new fixture to the program, with OJs 

playing the SJC 1st team and it was a great success. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2244756373/
mailto:info@oja.co.za
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OJ vs SJC squash teams    OJ vs SJC tennis teams 

 

 

 

SPORT OJ RESULTS SCORE 

Rugby Lost to Old Edwardians 55 – 7 

Soccer – 1st team 

(vs Prep) 

Lost to Prep SJP 2 - 2 OJ's  

(SJP won on  

penalties) 

Soccer – 2nd team 

(vs Prep) 

Lost to Prep SJP 4 - 4 OJ's  

(SJP won on 

penalties) 

Soccer – 1997 reunion team 

(vs Prep U12As) 

Lost to Prep SJP 2 - 1 OJ's 

Hockey – 1st team  Won 8-3 

Hockey – 2nd team Lost to SJC 5 - 2 

Water polo Won 23 – 15 

Squash Won 6 - 2 

Tennis (played doubles) Tie with SJC One each 

Basketball Won 72 - 60 

Chess After 2 games each. The SJC 

boys won most of the matches 

at the top of the ladder and the 

OJ’s showed their strength in 

depth at the lower end. 

10 - 10 

  

 

The school’s historic and development tour has definitely been one of the most popular events 

on the program. It was a great way for OJs to be taken on a guided tour of the school and to 

see first-hand how the school has changed since they last attended St John’s. It was also a 

great way for OJs to share the experiences of their school career with their loved ones. 
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The highlight of the day once again was the much anticipated 

annual fixture of the Old Johannian rugby team vs the Old 

Edwardians rugby team. With past results not being in the Old 

Johannians favour, they really needed a win this year.   

 

Sadly the Old Johannian team lost by a big margin to the Old 

Edwardians (results: 55-7).  Regardless of the loss, it was a 

great game, played in the spirit of the game, and cemented the 

long tradition between the two schools. 

 

The day ended off with the Gaudy Day lunch, which had a great 

turn out and was booked out way in advance. It was definitely a 

fitting way to end off the weekend and we hope to see many 

more OJs at this annual event each year. 

 

We would like to thank all the old boys who turned out in their numbers for doing so. We look 

forward to seeing this event grow in popularity each year. The OJA would also like to thank the 

old boys that partook in the events during the day. We appreciate it and hope to have you 

participate again next year. 
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We would like to thank the following people for their assistance in organising the OJ teams: 

 

Soccer: Dave Patricios 

Tennis: Ed Ward 

Squash: Paul Barrow 

Basketball: Angelo Quinn 

Water polo: Andrew Egbers / Karl Nimmo 

Chess: Anthony Wilson-Prangley 

Rugby: *Gareth Heidt 

Hockey: *Gareth Heidt 

 

We would also like to say a special thank you to Sandra Lou for all her help in making this day 

possible. 

 

We look forward to seeing many more OJs at next year’s Gaudy Day celebrations. 

 

Gareth Heidt (Alston 2008) 

(OJA committee member) 

 

OJA EMINENT SPEAKER BREAKFAST SERIES 2017 
 
The Old Johannian Association has hosted three Eminent Speaker Breakfast Series so far in 

2017. These breakfasts are part of the Old Johannian Association's ongoing initiatives to 

promote networking and social events amongst Old Johannians. The events are purely 

networking functions and have no fundraising element. The Old Johannian Association would like 

to express its thanks to KMPG for their sponsorship and continued support of the Eminent 

Speaker Breakfast Series. 

 

We encourage all Old Johannians to attend future Eminent Speaker events and monitor our Old 

Johannian Association social media platforms - Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter – where regular 

updates on these and other events are posted. We are already building a pipeline of exciting 

speakers for the remainder of 2017/2018 and we look forward to engaging with Old Johannians 

through these informative breakfast sessions. 

 

11th Breakfast event - 1 March 2017 

 

Guest speaker:  Peter Mountford (CEO - Super Group Ltd and Old Johannian) 
 

Topic: “The sustainable international future for South African Corporates” 

 
Our guest speaker, Peter Mountford (OJ – Clarke 1974), CEO of Super Group Ltd, presented to 

60 attending OJs. Peter provided those in attendance with insights into the Super Group 

strategy, which has led to their success. Peter made specific reference to Super Group’s end-to-

end supply chain competencies on which it prides itself and expertise in technology and supply 
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chain capabilities, which have allowed Super Group to fend off threats from smaller perhaps 

more agile technology disruptors. Super Group’s global strategy included consolidating their 

South African operations prior to implementing their global strategy. Again, technology has been 

a key element to the success of their global strategy. 

 

 
 

With regards to BBBEE, Peter explained that Super Group is committed to transformation as a 

principle and commitment to South Africa and not for the purposes of compliance. With 

reference to South Africa’s current political and economic challenges, Peter is confident that 

South Africa will see these challenges through. From Super Group’s perspective, South Africa 

will remain their home base because it is here that the group is able to raise capital and Peter is 

confident of the country’s growth prospects. He explained that due to a lack of quality 

management skills, a poor legal structure and unpredictable border controls, expansion into 

Africa remain a challenge. There are, however, potential opportunities in Kenya through 

government partnership.   

 

 
 

Dave Patricios (Clayton 1997) 

OJA committee member  

 

12th Breakfast event - 31 May 2017 
 
Guest speaker:  Deputy Public Protector Adv. Kevin Sifiso Malunga 

 
Topic: “The power of integrity in career dynamics - some thoughts for the public and private 

sectors” 
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Adv. Malunga generously made the time to come and 

speak to a group of eager OJs as well as stay for the 

Breakfast.  

 

Approximately 70 OJs were able to attend the event 

and were lucky enough to gain some insight into the 

mind of a man who is tasked with the unenviable task 

of, amongst other things, strengthening constitutional 

democracy by investigating and redressing improper 

and prejudicial conduct, maladministration and abuse 

of power in state affairs.  

 

This is clearly a topic which is quite pertinent in the 

current political climate in South Africa. 

 
Left: Delela Ndlela (SJC ‘Custos’)  

and Adv. Malunga 

 

 
 

Adv. Malunga has been the Deputy Public Protector of the Republic of South Africa since 

December 2012. He holds a BA Law from the University of Swaziland. He also acquired an LLB 

degree from the University of Natal in South Africa and an LLM in International Law from 

Georgetown University Law Centre in Washington DC. It goes without saying that he is a very 

impressive man who is much respected.  

 

 
 

Adv. Malunga spoke on ‘The power of integrity in career dynamics -some thoughts for the public 

and private sectors'. In future the OJA will ensure that more time is allocated for attendee 

interaction at events such as these.  It was clear that the attendees were extremely eager to 

gain some insight into the ongoing task of the public protector’s office. The OJA will also 

undertake to keep the speakers at these events relevant and informative at all times. 

 

Ben Maxton (Nash 2006) 

OJA committee member 
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13th Breakfast event – 26 July 2017 
 

Guest speaker: Ms. Nonkululeko Gobodo (CEO of Nkululeko Leadership Consulting) 
 

We asked Ms Nonkululeko Gobodo (CEO of Nkululeko Leadership Consulting and Chairman of 

Mpumelelo Ventures) to speak about her experiences in the South African work environment 

both as a leader and as a black entrepreneur in a post-apartheid work market. She also spoke 

about Leadership, whilst touching on current political and leadership issues which make up 

much of South Africa’s current newspaper headlines.  

 

 
 

Ms. Gobodo is the former Chairman and Founder of SizweNtsalubaGobodo, the largest black 

audit and accounting firm and the fifth largest in South Africa. Nonkululeko is the first black 

African woman chartered accountant in South Africa.  She is a founder of Gobodo Inc., a 

medium sized black accounting firm which she established in 1996 with a group of other 

partners. 

 

 
 

What stood out in her speech, and especially in the dialogue session afterwards, is that Ms. 

Gobodo is a highly intelligent, charming and humorous leader.  She charmed the crowd with her 

positive attitude and gave us all some insight into what she has been through and what her 

opinions are on the day-to-day happenings in South Africa. 

 

We thank Ms. Gobodo for graciously giving of her time to engage with our Old Johannians. 

 

Ben Maxton (Nash 2006) 

OJA committee member 

 

REUNIONS 2017 

 
1997 – 20th Reunion (22nd – 24th June 2017) 

 
The St John's College Class of 1997 held their twenty-Year Reunion from 22nd – 24th June 2017. 

Following a lot of stalking on social media, a significantly sized WhatsApp group containing 90% 

of the original Matric class was created. In the lead up to the event, friendly banter was the 
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order of the day on the group, which ensured that classmates became accustomed to one 

another's senses of humour once again and that momentum (and “gees”) developed as the 

Reunion weekend grew ever closer. 

 

 
 

46 Classmates congregated at The Johannian Club on Thursday 22nd June. St John's College's Dr 

Daniel Pretorius, kindly guided enthusiastic Reunion attendees on a historical tour of the school. 

Even though some '97 classmates had attended the school since Grade 0 in 1985, many of the 

historical facts were eye openers. The tour was followed by much reminiscing at The Johannian 

Club, which included a hysterical reflection by Gavin Herold (Alston) of time at St John's from 

1985 to 1997. The Reunion was attended by numerous teachers who played pivotal roles in who 

the Class of 1997 Old Johannians have become today. Special thanks to Rick Hodgskiss and Rob 

Bath who made the incredible effort to travel from the USA And UK respectively especially for 

the Reunion. 

 
  

 
Back: Laurent Peiton, Matthew Simpson, Brandon Read, Craig Gordon-Bennett, Tshepo Mofokeng,  

Richard Perry, Conor De Beer, Ricky Hodgskiss, Rodham Evans 
Front: Dave Patricios, Gavin Herold, Brian Ma Sing, Terry Petty, Jordan Green 
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Friday 23rd saw five four balls of the annual Morison Abel Golf Day being filled by 1997 Reunion 

attendees. This afforded the Reunion attendees the opportunity to reminisce about time at 

school and catch up on time passed on the fairways (and roughs!) of the Royal Johannesburg 

and Kensington Golf Club. That same evening, eight tables at the Annual Old Johannian Dinner 

were occupied by OJs from the Class of 1997. Richard Prangley and Rick Hodgskiss carried the 

actual boars head as part of the Boar’s Head Carol into dinner. Within the grandeur of this 

format dinner and with partners in attendance, the Reunion attendees celebrated their time 

together at school. 

 

 
 

On a very chilly Saturday 24th June at 09h00, a 1997 Reunion XI took on a spirited and skillful 

U12A team in a competitive football game on Mitchell Field. With two days of celebrations under 

their belt, the team of 37 and 38 year olds quickly discovered that they were not as fleet-of-foot 

as they were some 25 years earlier when the majority of them had last played regular football in 

Standard 5. Some skillful counter-attacking by the U12 boys, spurred on by their enthusiastic 

parents on the side of the field, saw the youngsters emerging victors by 2 goals to 1; an 

embarrassing result to the bruised and battered Reunion attendees. In addition to football, 1997 

Reunion attendees participated in the Gaudy Day tennis, basketball and chess matches against 

the College boys with varying success.  

 

 
From left: Tshepo Ramaphakela, Rhodam Evans, Conor 

De Beer, Ricky Hodgskiss, Greg Kockott.  
From left: Mike Fehrsen, Tshepo Ramaphakela, 

Dave Patricios, Tshepo Mofokeng, Richard Perry. 

 

To wrap up the formal festivities of the Class of 1997 Twenty-Year Reunion, approximately 35 

classmates attended the Gaudy Day lunch hosted by the College Headmaster, Mr Paul Edey. 

Stories of heroics on the sports field and courts from that morning were shared in amongst 

those of naughty kids and teenagers while at school; resulting in fits of laughter reverberating 

throughout the Gaudy Day lunch tent. It indeed was a weekend to remember, which ensured 
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that Old Johannians from the Class of 1997 were temporarily brought physically closer together, 

but forever closer in spirit.  

 

Dave Patricios (Clayton 1997) 

One of the reunion organisers 

 

1987 – 30th Reunion (23rd June 2017) 

 
Friday night, 23rd June, saw great festivities and catching up with old friends at the Old 

Johannian Club.  The purpose, I still can’t quite get my mind around, was marking the 30 years 

since matric!  All the ‘Facebooking’, emailing and phoning saw half the class of ‘87 attend the 

reunion – a great effort by all, well done! 

 

 
 

 

The dinner got underway with a 

Greg Fury welcome; it is good to 

see him back, more or less, in 

touch with his Head boy qualities, 

which abandoned him shortly after 

the first day of matric.  Following 

Greg was a typical speech from 

the indomitable Hugh Hawarden – 

photographic evidence is not 

possible due to all in attendance 

doubled over in laughter! 

 
From left: James Formby, Graeme 

Morrison, Hugh Hawarden, Brendan 
Barry, Jonathan Lowick, Giles Shepard, 
Michael Campbell-Pitt, Mark Gill 
 

 
From left: Rob Malcolm, Bob Macfarlane, Ian Cooke, 

Brian Heydenrych 

 
From left: Stephen Henwood, Brendon Pellet, 

Trent Fraser 

 
From left: Grainne Formby, Tessa Barry, 

Penny Macfarlane 

 
From left: Lindy Scott-King, Gill Lowick, 

Vanessa Von Holt, Jessica Reekie 
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Early the same morning, some of 

the early revelers played golf in the 

Morison Abel Golf Day, with none of 

us bringing the silverware back to 

the party!  

 

Thanks to a midday finish, some of 

the warriors found themselves 

UBER’ing to the Old Johannian Club, 

for the same reason most of us 

UBER’ed home from the party! The 

final wrap, for the stalwarts, was a 

relaxed lunch at Gaudy Day, 

abandoned by most of the wives, 

who claimed to have had enough of 

the festivities – but, in truth, had 

enjoyed themselves a little too 

much the evening before. 

 
Four Ball from left: 

Barclay Hoar, Paul Barrow, Hugh 
Hawarden, Hilton Dukes 

 
 

Back L-R: Stephen Henwood, Michael Wade, Graeme Morrison, Simon Illingworth, Barclay Hoar, Michael 
Raath, Bobby Macfarlane, Hugh Hawarden, James Formby, Brad Scott-King, Michael Campbell-Pitt, 

Brendan Barry, Paul Richard, Ian Cooke 

 
Front L-R: Mark Gill, Richard Wells, Giles Shepard 
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Gaudy Day lunch - From left: Michael Campbell-Pitt, Brendan Barry, Mark Gill, Bradley Scott-King,  

Barclay Hoar, James Formby 

 

Barclay Hoar 

One of the reunion organisers 

 
 

London OJ drinks get-together – 28 June 2017 
 
 

The OJs in London met up at  

'The Cuckoo' pub for an event that 

will, hopefully, be the start of more 

regular events for the members 

based in London.  

 

There were around 20 attendees 

ranging from 1963 to 2011, and a 

strong presence from 1988.    

 

‘The Cuckoo’ is a neighborhood pub 

run by an old St John’s boy, which 

we intend to use a second home 

for the OJs based in London. 
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The next step is to host a Christmas event in November, formalising the event a bit more but 

still maintaining a friendly environment. 

 

Many thanks to Harry Richardson for hosting us, and to all those who were able to attend. 

 

John Conway (Clarke 2009) and Kimon de Ridder (Clarke 1990) 

London OJ event organisers 

 
Class of 1963 annual dinner 

 

 
On Ascension Day we held our 5th annual London dinner since the 50th year reunion of the Class 

of 1963. Always an enjoyable evening, our Old Johannian reunion was held at the Royal Society 

of Medicine. We had a moment's silence for our departed class members and those who died in 

Manchester and around the world in the past year as a result of terrorism, and we said the 

college prayer. We were delighted to welcome Colin Hartley and Maryka Nettleton for the first 

time and received greetings from John Wilder and Stan Trollip whose new book was mentioned. 

We remembered Dwight Wilder (John Wilder’s brother) who passed away this year. 

 

John Woodhouse 

Class of 1963 

 

NEW BEGINNINGS FOR CAPE TOWN OLD JOHANNIANS 

 
Cape Town OJ drinks get-together – 20 Sept. 2017 
 

A superbly organised gathering of Cape Town based Old Johannians was held at Newlands 

Cricket Ground’s, Long Room on Wednesday 20 September 2017. Old Johannians had come 

together to meet each other, some for the first time, and others for the umpteenth time. I was 

blown away by not just the interest shown in the event but more so, the actual turnout itself.  
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From left: Alan Phillips (Nash 1978) and Steve 
Anderson (Thomson 1996) 

It was clearly evident that the Old Johannian 

following down in Cape Town is not only alive, 

but too hungry for opportunity to get together 

and share their love for being an Old 

Johannian. 

 

I was fortunate to meet OJs who matriculated 

from our school in years before my own 

parents had been born and what this proved 

to me upon meeting these OJs who completed 

their matric 1954, ’55 and’56 respectively, 

was that there was still an immense amount 

of pride associated in being an Old Johannian. 

 

The newly appointed Regional Committee in 

Cape Town will be doing their utmost to bring 

all Cape Town based OJs together on a more 

frequent basis, and we urge all of those in the 

region to please make sure that your contact 

details are up to date in order to allow 

ourselves to communicate notice of future 

gatherings. 

 

A massive amount of thanks must go to the 

following people for orchestrating the evening 

and for bringing us all together. First and 

foremost, Nick Jeffrey who has been the OJ 

Regional Rep. for the past few years, thank 

you for arranging everything from start to 

finish pertaining to the event at Newlands 

Cricket Ground and also for being the flag 

bearer of the OJA for the years gone by. 

 

Thanks too to Paul Edey (Headmaster of St 

Johns College), Patrick Lees (Headmaster of 

the Prep School), Sarah Lees (Sixth Form 

Secretary), Kate Byrne (Head of Sixth Form) 

and Damian Boyce (OJA Chairman) for making 

the trip down to bear witness to Cape Town’s 

rejuvenated OJ following. 

 

 

Lastly and definitely not least, thank you to the Cape Town OJs who showed up that evening. It 

is an honour and a sincere privilege to be your Regional Committee Chairman, and I look 

forward to seeing each one of you at our next gathering, where we will continue to move 

Forward in Faith, together. 

 

Roy Huddy 

 

Chairman 

Cape Town OJA Committee 

 

 

OJ SPORTS 
 
OJ EAGLES WATER POLO NEWS 
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SA Water Polo Nationals were held in Stellenbosch from 18 - 21 March 2017 
 

OJ Eagles won the Men's section for the 13th time in the last 15 years. Etienne Le Roux was 

selected as the "Best Player of the Tournament". 

 

OJ Eagles results: 

 

vs UCT                  won 13 - 5 

vs   Rondebosch WP Club   won 13 - 7 

vs Maties 1             draw 10 - 10 

vs SACS OB              won 12 - 5 

vs KZN                  won 14 - 6 

vs Maties 2             won 25 - 1 

    

   Semi final:   

vs KZN                  won 13 - 2 

    

 Final:   

vs SACS OB              won 7 - 6 

 

OJ Eagles Team 

 

Back row standing - left to right: 
 Nardus Badenhorst - Affies OB and former SJC 

Water Polo Coach  
 Claudio Fernandes - Saints OB Simon Purchase 

- Parktown OB  
 Dean Whyte - Parktown OB  

 Etienne Le Roux - OJ and former SJC Water 
Polo Coach  

 Nicholas Rodda - Jeppe OB, SJC Water Polo 
Coach and St Johns Prep Intern  

 Themba Mthembu - Parktown OB 

Middle row - left to right: 
 Roarke Olver - OJ and SJC Water Polo Coach  
 Sven Van Zyl - Pretoria OB  
 Michael Stewart - Saints OB  

 Dwayne Flatscher - Saints OB and former SJC 
Water Polo Coach  

 Doctor Mkhabela (Manager) 

 
Front row - left to right: 
 Jon - Marc de Carvalho - OJ and SJC Water Polo Coach  
 Garreth Prout - King Edward OB  
 Pierre Le Roux - OJ, former SJC Staff and Water Polo Coach  

 Vlado Trninic - SJC Staff 
 Miguel Morais - SJC UV Scholar 
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OJ EAGLES WATERPOLO CLUB 
 

 

 

The OJ EAGLES Waterpolo Social side who 

play in League 2 of the Gauteng Leagues are 

looking to recruit some young blood.    

 

This is a social side that plays a decent level 

of waterpolo and is a great way to keep fit.  

 

Training takes place on Wednesdays from 

18:00 to 20:00 at Valley Pool with a pizza and 

a beer afterwards at the Johannian Club. 

Games are played on Saturday afternoons.  

 

Anybody who is interested please call James 

Hobson on 0810656399 or Andrew Egbers 

on 0824482314. 

 
 

OJ EAGLES ROWING CLUB 
 
The new OJ Eagles Rowing Club 
 

The OJ Eagles Rowing club has been accepted as a Gauteng Rowing club. We have been racing 

for the last 3 years on a very social level. This year we have stepped our game dramatically we 

had a pair race at the 130th Buffalo Regatta, finishing 7th. 

 

 
Storme Buckle and Barry 

McNeice 

At the South African National Rowing Championship, we had 

men’s A eight compete where they fished 5th which was an 

exceptional achievement as this was against the best of the 

best in South African rowing. 

 

12 July - Over the past weekend the OJ Eagles Rowing Club 

competed at the Head of the Bay Regatta.  

 

The Head of the Bay Regatta is a senior regatta hosted by 

Durban Rowing Club. The regatta is run in the harbor and is an 

8km race.  

 

We had one sculler race at the regatta, Storme Buckle. Storme 

won the regatta, this is a very big achievement for our club 

and we are hoping to carry this momentum into the next two 

regattas the Head of the Vaal and the Vaal boat race. 

 

 

OJ Eagles Rowing Club – events July and August 2017 
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24 July - Over the past weekend the OJ 

Eagles Rowing club competed at the Head of 

the Vaal TT Regatta. The Head of the Vaal TT 

Regatta is a senior regatta hosted by Ravens 

rowing club. The regatta takes place at Loch 

Vaal and is a 7km race. 

 

We had one sculler and one Quad race at the 

regatta, Storme Buckle (OJ Eagles member) 

raced in the scull. Daniel Trollip (OJ 2011) 

William Moolman (SJC rower) Barry McNeice 

(OJ 2012) Michael Simonetti (OJ Eagles 

member) and James Gordon (SJC rower) 

raced in the Quad. Both crews finished 

second in their division. 
 

 

Dates to diaries: 

 Monday evenings - ergo 6pm to 7pm with drinks at the Johannian Club thereafter  

 

The rowing club held their first AGM on 7th of August 2017. 

 

Regards 

Barry McNeice  

OJ Eagles Rowing club 

 

 

OLD BOYS’ NEWS 
 
1) Stephen McGown (Nash 1992) - RELEASED 

 

 

3 Aug 2017 - Stephen McGown has been 

released from captivity in Mali where he has 

been held hostage since November 2011!  

 

We're so grateful that he is finally coming 

home!  Click here for more info.   

 

View the SABC news Gift of the Givers 

briefing with Stephen here. 

 

2) Chris Froome (Nash 2003) - CYCLING 
 

Chris won the Tour de France for the fourth time this year!  Click here to read more about 

his race. 

 

3) Prof. Tshilidzi Marwala (Sixth Form 1990) - ACADEMICS 

 

News from www.timeslive.co.za: Professor Tshilidzi Marwala has been named as the new 

vice-chancellor and principal of the University of Johannesburg. 

 

https://www.enca.com/south-africa/south-african-captured-in-mali-released
http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/818469804231a20b8d99ad4301b76f21/McGown-reflects-on-captivity-ordeal-20170810
http://www.bbc.com/sport/cycling/40695072
http://www.timeslive.co.za/
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Marwala‚ who is currently the Deputy Vice-Chancellor of Research 

and Internationalisation at UJ‚ will succeed Professor Ihron 

Rensburg on 1 January 2018. UJ’s council said that the 

appointment followed a rigorous and extensive selection process. 

 

The chairperson of the university council‚ Professor Roy Marcus‚ 

said the appointment of Prof Marwala would further advance the 

strategic goal of the university to become Africa’s epicentre of 

critical intellectual enquiry. 

 

To read more from www.timeslive.co.za, click here. 

 

Click here to read the announcement from the University of 

Johannesburg (UJ) 
 

 
4) Siya Xuza (Hodgson 2007) - SCIENCE 

 
29 April - Congratulations to Siya Xuza (2007) who had a planet named after him and was 

awarded the National Order. 

   

Siya had a planet named after him, in honour of his work in developing a rocket and 

creating safer, more energy-efficient rocket fuel in the process. 

 

The Nasa-affiliated Lincoln Laboratory was so impressed with the young engineer’s 

achievements that it named a minor planet after him. Planet 23182, discovered in 2000, is 

now known as “Siyaxuza”. 

 

15 May - Siya received the Order of Mapungubwe in Silver. 

 

The Order of Mapungubwe is awarded to citizens who have made an impact internationally 

and served the national interest. Siya was recognised for his contribution to scientific 

innovation at an early age, proving to himself and others that through determination and 

hard work one could achieve career heights. Click here to read more. 

 

5) Matthew Franco (Eales) Davies (Fleming 2015) and Giggs Kgole (Hill 2015) 
 

 

 

Matthew Franco (Eales) Davies - (OJ 

Fleming 2015) and Giggs Kgole (OJ Hill 

2015) recently won the CNN Freedom 

Project: Public Service Advert for tackling 

modern- day slavery. 

 

Click here to read Matthew’s feedback on 

the short film. 

 

 

6) Yusuf Bulbulia (Thomson 2011) – PUBLIC SPEAKING 

 

Source: http://ose.utsc.utoronto.ca 

 

Not only did U of T Scarborough’s Model United Nations (MUN) recently take one of the 

http://www.timeslive.co.za/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/2017-06-25-tshilidzi-marwala-appointed-as-new-vice-chancellor-and-principal-of-uj/
https://www.uj.ac.za/newandevents/Pages/university-of-johannesburg-council-appoints-new-vice-chancellor-and-principal.aspx
http://www.iol.co.za/capetimes/news/zuma-honours-superstar-engineer-xuza-8890680
http://r.sjc.co.za/OJnewsletter2017_MatthewDavies2015
http://ose.utsc.utoronto.ca/
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biggest teams to the Harvard National Model United Nations (HNMUN), they also received 

two commendations for their performance. 

 

 

Yusuf Bulbulia, U of T Scarborough’s MUN vice-president and 

logistics director, received a commendation for his debates 

within the NGO committee, while a second commendation 

was awarded to Shruti Anandan for her discussions on the 

status of women. 

 

Read more here. 

 

7) Connor Mercer (Hill 2016) - ACADEMICS 
 

 

May 2017 - Connor Mercer was one of ten first-year 

students awarded the University of the Witwatersrand's 

Vice Chancellor's Scholarship. This scholarship was given 

in recognition of Connor’s academic excellence in 2016 

and will cover his tuition fees for his entire medical degree 

-Medicine, MBBCh at WITS University. 

 

The students were celebrated at the VC’s Scholarship and 

Equity awards on 13 May at Wits Club.  

 

Among the attendees were the scholarship recipients, their parents, guardians, and school 

principals. Click here to read more. 

 

8) Abel Selaocoe (Nash 2009) - MUSIC 

 
Abel was awarded the 2017 Standard Bank Young Artist for Music. Click here for more on the 

awards. 

 

Abel is well known for exploring new boundaries with his cello across many musical genres, 

from beatboxing to concerto performances and solo recitals.  For more on Abel’s journey, 

click here. 

 

9) Connor Wilson (Hill 2015) - SKIING 

 
Feb 2017 - Connor represented South Africa earlier this 

year at the 2017 FIS (International Ski Federation) Alpine 

World Ski Championships in St. Moritz, Switzerland. The 

World Championship takes place every other year and is 

the most important event on the alpine calendar, apart 

from the Winter Olympics. The event was first held in 

1931 and this was the fifth time that it was held in St. 

Moritz. 700 Athletes from approximately 70 nations 

competed against each other this year. Over 165,000 

spectators, including Swiss ski legend Roger Federer, 

attended the two-week competition.  Connor is the 

current South African National Champion 2016/2017 and 

is the top racer in the disciplines of Slalom, Giant Slalom 

and Super G.  He was one of three South African athletes 

who were selected to compete in the technical events of 

Slalom and Giant Slalom by Snowsports South Africa. 

 

http://ose.utsc.utoronto.ca/ose/story.php?id=9331
http://witsvuvuzela.com/…/wits-first-year-students-honoured/
http://www.artsmedia.standardbank.com/standimg/StandardBankGroup/youngartistawards/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rVTdip3wVo&feature=share
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He completed all the qualifying runs, placing 49th out of 135 in the Slalom qualifier and 

finishing 54th of 107 competitors in the Giant Slalom final against the top skiers in the 

world. These were most pleasing results for a South African athlete, given that our skiers 

typically begin racing much later in life than their European counterparts and have far less 

time to train on snow. Connor began ski racing at the age of 15. Afriski in Lesotho serves as 

his home base. He trains here during the month of July leading up to the annual National 

Championships and International FIS races which are held at Tiffindell in the Eastern Cape. 

He also trains in Obersaxen, Switzerland and Mammoth, California in the US when possible 

at other times of the year. 

 

On matriculating from St John’s at the end of 2015, Connor undertook helicopter training 

alongside his skiing, obtaining his solo qualification in July 2016.  After winning the South 

African National Ski Championship in August 2016, he headed to the United States in 

September where he attended Carrabassett Valley Ski Academy as a postgraduate student. 

Having now completed his course of study, he spent the next few months here in South 

Africa riding and defending his ski title before heading back to the US to commence his 

studies at the University of Vermont. 

 

To find out more about the event visit www.stmoritz2017.ch. 

 

August 2017 - Connor won the National Ski Champs again for the second year in a row and 

is hoping for Olympic selection now. Connor is now in the USA to commence his pre-

veterinary studies at the University of Vermont. 

 

10) Danilo Queiros (Fleming 2009) - MUSIC 

 
Danilo and his band Diamond Thug (you may have heard their recent collaboration with 

Goldfish, which is sitting at #3 on the charts in SA) had been selected to perform at the 

prestigious SXSW Festival in Austin, TX in March 2017.  

 

The festival is one of the world’s biggest industry events, hosting Booking Agents, Label 

Representatives and other industry executives as they search for the up and coming acts 

from around the world. The festival has been responsible for kickstarting the careers of: 

John Mayer, The White Stripes, Amy Winehouse, Katy Perry, Kid Cudi, Alabama Shakes and 

many more. 

 

11) Jon Philip Morgan (Fleming 2007)  
 
While Jon grew up in South Africa, he is a dual American citizen, and returned to the United 

States for university. Jon graduated from Yale in 2013 with a degree in History. He was then 

fortunate to then spend six months as an intern in the White House, in the Office of Dennis 

McDonough, President Obama's Chief of Staff. Following the internship Jon spent two years 

as an Associate of the Office of Scheduling and Advance, coordinating more than 30 

domestic and foreign trips for the President, Vice President, and First Lady. 

 

http://www.stmoritz2017.ch/
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Jon and his colleagues traveled ahead of the President to prepare a given trip, negotiating 

with foreign governments, and working closely with the United States Secret Service, 

White House Communications Agency, and the teams responsible for Air Force One and 

Marine One. Jon primarily managed Presidential and Vice Presidential motorcades, but he 

also oversaw logistics for the White House Press Corps, and local and foreign media. 

 

On a few occasions Jon was fortunate to be able to introduce his family to the President 

and Vice President.  

 

12) W. Russell Endean (Alston 1940, VIth form 1941) - CRICKET 
 

A biography of cricketer W. Russell Endean (Alston 1940, VIth Form 1941) by Michael 

Burns has been published in the UK – “ENDEAN – A South African Sportsman in the 

Apartheid Era”. 

 

Click here to view the leaflet about the book with contact details.  Information about how 

to obtain the book can be obtained from: mburns2dolphin@yahoo.co.uk  

 

13) Scott Spedding (Nash 2004) – RUGBY 

 
Scott had been on tour in South Africa with the French rugby team.  France lost to SA 

(Springboks 35-12 France) in their match on 24 June in the three-Test series. 
 

14) Lorenzo Masselli (Hill 2015) – RUGBY 
 

June 2017 - Lorenzo represented the Italian rugby team in the World Rugby U20 

Championship in Georgia. 
 

15) Conor McKerr (Thomson 2015) – CRICKET 
 

June 2017 - Conor made his first-class cricket debut for Derbyshire on the English county 

cricket circuit. He is currently contracted to Surrey but is on loan with Derbyshire.  

 
16) Moabi Malebye (Nash 1997) - HOCKEY  

 
Moabi has had many hockey achievements since matriculating from St John’s: 

 

http://r.sjc.co.za/RussellEndean_Book_Feb2017
mailto:mburns2dolphin@yahoo.co.uk
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South Africa - Senior Men 

2014 - 2016: Assistant Coach 

2009 - 2014: Performance Analyst  

2010: Mens World Cup, India 

2010: Commonwealth Games, India  

2012: London Olympic Games 

2013: Junior World Cup, India 

2014: Mens World Cup, Netherlands 

2014: Commonwealth Games, Scotland 

2015: Started consulting with Senior Canada Men, as a performance analyst 

2015: World League Round 3, Argentina (with Canada Senior Men)  

- secured Olympic Qualification 

- qualified for World League Round 4 finals 

2015: World League Round 4, India - Top 8 teams as per qualification tournament (with 

Canada Senior Men). 

** One of only two South Africans to be involved with a team at World League Round 4 

2016: Rio Olympics 

** One of only two South Africans to be involved with a hockey team at the Rio Olympics 

 

17) Joy Chabikuli (Hodgson 2013)  
 

 

Joy had been offered a coveted position with the Impact 

Young Lives Foundation.  Joy attended the annual IYL 

“Expose, Enlighten, and Educate” (EEE) program at the end 

of June 2017. This experience brings students to the U.S. 

for a two-week trip visiting major U.S. cities—such as New 

York, Washington, D.C., Boston, and Philadelphia— and 

engaging with leaders in government, business, science, 

technology, education, and media institutions. This 

experience is a cornerstone of their journey as an IYL 

Scholar.  For more information, please visit 

www.iylfoundation.org. 

 

18) Giggs Kgole (Hill 2015) - ART 
 
Giggs Kgole has received a prestigious full 

scholarship to study Art at John Cabot University 

in Rome. Giggs left South Africa to study in Rome 

on the 18th of August. But before he departed he 

had a Blanket Distribution on the 9th of August of 

which he, through the sales of his artworks, has 

raised money to buy over 200 blankets. Giggs is 

planning to continue his studio practice in Europe 

whilst he studies.  He is in pursuit to start 

exhibiting on the big European stage in 2018. If 

anyone is interested in Giggs' artworks, they are 

available at EVERARD Read gallery in 

Johannesburg, Cape Town and the UK. 

 

http://www.iylfoundation.org/
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This trip will be his first trip to Europe and he is looking forward to the new journey and 

challenges that come with it. Determined to be one of Africa's greatest artists, Giggs has his 

heart set and dream just a paint stroke away. 

 

Feel free to follow up on Giggs and his journey on email: giggskgole.gk@gmail or social 

media platforms: @GiggsKgoleArt 

 

19) Chris Patricios (Clayton 1995) - FINANCE 

 
Source: http://cfo.co.za - Chris had been nominated for the 2017 CFO Awards. The annual 

'Oscars for South African CFOs', which was held on 11 May, recognises CFOs of listed 

companies, large corporations, state-owned entities and government institutions, and 

awards them for outstanding performance and leadership.  Click here to read more. 

 

20) Greg Matthews (Thomson 1994) - FINANCE 
 

Greg Matthews was admitted to KPMG’s United States partnership effective October 1, 2016. 

Greg lives and works in New York City along with his wife, Lynette, and children, Ryan, Olivia 

and Erin. He immigrated to the US 12 years ago after starting his career at KPMG in South 

Africa as a Chartered Accountant having graduated from WITS. Greg serves the firms largest 

Financial Services Clients advising them on Risk Management matters. He serves on two 

not-for-profit boards supporting education and healthcare. 
 

21) Jacques van Rhyn (Thomson 2012) - ACADEMICS 
 

25 May - Jacques was awarded his BA (Applied Mathematics) cum laude from Harvard 

University.  

 

JOHANNIAN CLUB REPORT 2017 
 
The Johannian Club continues to serve the entire Johannian community well. A focus on good 

service and excellent pricing remains the Club’s priority. The Seattle Coffee shop is operating 

well.  

 

We would ask the Johannian community to support the Johannian club during school holidays 

and weekends, as well as throughout the term.  The venue is extremely well suited to private 

dinner functions and parties alike. The secure parking being an important feature. 

  
 

We continue with our program to maintain the building, with electrical work having been 

completed as well as painting and waterproofing. William, our grounds-man, is doing a fine job 

mailto:giggskgole.gk@gmail
http://cfo.co.za/
http://cfo.co.za/profiles/blogs/primedia-s-chris-patricios-nominated-for-cfo-awards-2017
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keeping the garden in good shape in spite of the water shortage, as well as performing 

maintenance on a needs basis outside of the scheduled maintenance program in place.  

 

The Easter Rugby Festival saw our now very popular Saturday evening event for the community 

take place at the Johannian Club.  The atmosphere was very festive and all attendees had a 

very enjoyable time. 

 

The main club rules are as follows: 

1) Cellphones are to be kept on silent and please refrain from taking calls in the main dining 

room 

2) No pupils are allowed into the Bar under any circumstances. 

3) Pupils must be accompanied by their parents to eat in the main dining room. 

4) Club entrance hall is to be kept unrestricted for guest’s convenience.  

5) The outside area to the right of the club as you enter has been set aside principally for 

student use, leaving the left garden area dedicated to other club guests. 

6) No shoes with studs are allowed inside the club. 

 

We welcome the club’s new assistant manager, Dimitria Bonnet, who has a wealth of experience 

in the restaurant industry, and who will be helping out with the running of the club. 

 

Please support The Johannian Club whenever convenient. We believe it to be an integral part of 

the community. 

 

For bookings or comments please call the club on (011) 487-1971 or email at 

thejohannian@oja.co.za  

 

 

OBITUARIES 
  

Full names Date died Matriculated House DOB 

Christo Jooste 19 July 2016 
1957 (1958 

VIth form) 
Alston 

06 November 

1939 

Dr Michael John Hayes 

Mair 
06 November 2016 1957 Hill 04 March 1940 

Charles Peter 

Desmond Ogilvy 
02 December 2016 1944 Alston 07 Sept. 1926 

Christopher Frederick 

Dearlove  
31 December 2016  1951 Hill 12 August 1935 

Norman Harley Blight  02 January 2017 1958 Nash 
07 January 

1941 

Barry Sergeant 06 February 2017 1975 Nash 
07 February 

1958 

Dwight Wilder 08 February 2017 1964 Clayton 
24 December 

1946 

William Selwyn 

MacFarlane 
29 March 2017 1952 Thomson 17 July 1935 

Edward Piers Woodrow 

Cross (known by 

Piers)  

29 March 2017 1968 Alston 
08 February 

1951 

Dr Ivan Marais 04 April 2017 
1951 (1952 

VIth Form) 
Thomson 

23 January 

1935 

Victoria Barry 14 April 2017 
2014  

(VIth Form) 
Runge 

02 February 

1995 

David Llewelyn Jones 17 May 2017 1947 Alston 28 April 1929 

mailto:thejohannian@oja.co.za
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Derek Purdy 26 May 2017 1945 Alston 03 April 1928 

John Dyer Young 28 April 2017 1956 Hill 17 October 

1939 

Peter John Francis 

Miller 

21 August 2017 1963 Nash 25 August 1946 

Robert Ormiston 

Cairns 

23 August 2017 1960 Nash 8 February 

1943 

George Stewart 

Fleming 

4 September 2017 1956 Hill 27 February 

1938 

 

 

TRIBUTES 
 

 Christopher Frederick Dearlove   

1951 Hill 

(12 August 1935 - 31 December 2016) 

 

Tribute from Christopher’s cousin Ray Dearlove:  

 

My cousin Christopher Frederick Dearlove passed away on 31 December 2016 at the age 

of 81 in Pembroke Ferry in Wales. 

 

He was universally known as Kip or Kipper, and became something of a legendary 

character at St John’s College where he was educated from 1944 to 1951. At some time 

in his last year he and another boy by the name of Lagrange, decided to leave school 

rather than face discipline for some relatively trivial matter. One Tuesday afternoon after 

Cadets, they took off and hitch hiked to Rhodesia, home to Kip’s family at the time.  

 

Without passports they had to swim the Limpopo River where they arrived within a few 

days. They got as far as a town called Gwanda before being caught. The story grew to 

mystical proportions about encounters with crocodiles when crossing the Limpopo. When 

I was at St John’s, I was often asked if I was related to Kip and I gladly took on the 

reflected glory from him being my cousin. His younger brother Peter, who was also at St 

John’s (1945 – 1952), tells me that after this great escape Maxie Burger used to 

summon him when required with these words: “You there, boy, whose brother swims 

crocodile infected rivers…Come here!”  

 

Kip went on to enjoy a most successful life as a tobacco and citrus farmer in Rhodesia 

until being dispossessed in the on-going land reform there. He is survived by his second 

wife Jackie, and children Shaun and Susan, and four grandchildren. 

  

May he rest in peace. 

 

 Barry Sergeant   

Nash 1975 

(07 February 1958 - 06 February 2017) 

 

Click here for more on Barry Sergeant’s life as an investigative journalist. 

 

 William Selwyn MacFarlane   

Thomson 1952 

(17 July 1935 - 29 March 2017) 

 

 

 

http://www.biznews.com/leadership/2017/02/06/barry-sergeant-investigative-journalist/


 
34 

Tribute from Selwyn’s family:  

 

After matriculating from St John’s College in 1952, Selwyn pursued a career in Chartered 

Accounting.  In 1994 he was appointed the Group Deputy Chairman of the SAB Group 

and five years later he retired from all executive involvement.  

 

Other listed company directorships included: Liberty Life Group Ltd, Liberty Holdings Ltd, 

Stanlib Ltd, Distell Group Ltd, Santam Limited, Standard Bank and many more 

companies. Selwyn continued to function as a non-executive director on a number of 

listed companies and as a member of the governing bodies of certain educational and 

religious institutions.   

 

Selwyn was a member of the organising committee of the St John’s Centenary Venture 

and Chairman of its Primary Donors sub-committee.  He was also a founder member of 

the revived Old Johannian Boar’s Head Ceremony choir and subsequent support 

conductor. 

 

In 2010 Selwyn was the recipient of the St John’s College Golden Eagle Award for service 

in business and civic affairs. 

 

Selwyn was married to Ruth (1 October 1960) and had three married children and eight 

grandchildren.  His interests included all sports, music and wildlife. 

 

 Edward Piers Woodrow Cross   

Alston 1968 

(08 February 1951 - 29 March 2017) 

 

Tribute from Piers’ wife Lynda Albertyn-Cross: 

 

 

Piers was educated at St John’s College, 

Wits University, the University of Ulster 

and the London School of Hygiene and 

Tropical Medicine.  

 

He was remarkably successful, at sport 

and academics. He formed friendships 

there that have lasted his entire life, 

one of which was with Christopher 

Albertyn, Lynda’s brother and through 

whom Piers met his wife Lynda in 1973. 

 

Piers and Lynda shared 43 years of 

love, laughter, fun, adventure and deep 

friendship.  

They produced four remarkable children, Tyson, Gabriel, Xanthe and Grace, as well as 

two wonderful grandchildren, Elliot and Olivia, with a third granddaughter born in July. 

The family lived in seven different countries and visited many more, prompted by Piers’ 

bravery, sense of adventure and the remarkable confidence and ability to manage just 

about anything. 

 

Piers had a great talent for friendship and was greatly loved by a large circle of people 

extending around the world. He made people feel special, and he always had time for 

everyone. The children of his friends also loved and admired him, and he became a 

father figure to many of the younger generation. 
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Piers was humble. He was strongly academic, yet realized that what mattered was 

improving people’s lives, and not awards or recognition for achievements. His work was 

in the delivery of water and sanitation to the poorest. Piers’ work took him to every 

corner of the globe. His influence and ability to change the lives of the poor is far 

reaching. His colleagues all remember him with warmth and admiration and he had the 

ability to make everyone feel important. He was incredibly kind and never bore 

grudges. 

 

Piers was an extremely creative person – musically, sartorially, professionally and also 

in organising the best parties and games evenings. His untimely passing has caused 

great grief and loss to so many. 

 

Tribute from the World Bank: 

 

Piers Cross, one of the most influential global activists in the water sector, passed away 

on March 29, 2017. Piers Cross worked in the World Bank’s Water and Sanitation 

Program (WSP) for over 20 years in different positions, including Global Manager and 

Regional Director for Africa and South Asia. 

  

Piers always had the poor very close to his heart. He was a dynamic and personable 

man as well as an innovative, out-of-the-box thinker who believed profoundly in the 

participatory process when developing sanitation projects. He also played crucial roles 

in other water global agencies such as UNICEF, UN-HABITAT, the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation, the UNDP, as well as donor agencies, governments and NGOs. We are 

deeply grateful to Piers Cross for paving the way towards a water-secure world for all. 

We have lost a much loved friend and colleague. His legacy will not be forgotten. 

Ref: https://blogs.worldbank.org/water/memoriam-piers-cross.  

 
 Dr Ivan Marais 

Thomson 1951 (1952 VIth form) 

(23 January 1935 – 4 April 2017) 

 

Dr Marais was a prominent and internationally recognised Opthalmic Surgeon and was 

living in retirement in the USA where he passed away. 
 

 Rev. David Llewelyn Jones 
Alston 1947 

(28 April 1929 - 17 May 2017) 

 

Tribute from a St John’s class mate Ken Smith: 

 

David and I went back a long way: Prep school in 1938 through to college up to 1947. 

David was my best friend right from the start, we used to play together, mainly war 

games in the prep days after WW2 started in 1939. We spent a lot of time together on 

weekends and at holiday times, playing tennis, swimming and being with our crowd of 

friends.  

 

In our Matric year the two of us spent a fortnight at an Afrikaans farm near Greytown 

Natal, in an endeavor to improve our use and knowledge of Afrikaans - it did help! 

 

Our ways parted when we went to different universities and I once saw him again, then a 

Methodist Minister, with his first wife and family quite a few years later when my wife 

and I, plus our three children were on holiday in Ramsgate, Kwa-Zulu Natal. 

 

https://blogs.worldbank.org/water/memoriam-piers-cross


 
36 

Our paths crossed once again when he married my son and daughter-in-law at the St 

James Presbyterian Church Bedfordview in 1992. 

 

We emailed each other on a few occasions.  

 

David Jones was a very good friend. R.I.P 

 

Tribute from Basil Kletz (Milton House, Potch Boys High School 1961-65): 

 

David Jones was born in Cape Town on the 28th April, 1929 (88 years ago). His parents 

having emigrated to SA from Wales.  He was an only child. 

 

David completed his Bachelor of Arts degree (Sociology) Cum Laude in 1950 at Rhodes 

University, Grahamstown.  He then did an internship in Graaff-Reinet before leaving for 

Cambridge University (England) where he studied Theology from 1951-53, graduating 

with an MA degree.  He studied at the local university in Potchefstroom completing his 

Honours degree in Sociology with distinction (Cum Laude) in 1965, and his second 

Masters Degree with distinction (Cum Laude) in 1966. He then started working on his 

doctorate. 

 

David was a minister at a number of churches through the years.  He thoroughly enjoyed 

the time he spent in Potchefstroom. He played an important role in the formative years 

of the boys and girls of the local English schools which were predominantly boarding 

schools. While in Potchefstroom, David served as Chaplain to the South African Defence 

Force from 1960 to 1966. He served on the Regional Board of the SABC from 1960-70. 

He built up a popular radio ministry, and until as recently as three months ago he 

continued to broadcast on SA Fm and Radio Today. 

 

He had a unique way of delivering his Sermons, focusing on the news of the day and how 

it related to the Bible. His sermons always had a deep message and were peppered with 

humor.  He was a down-to-earth minister, and his practical advice was delivered in his 

deep rich bass-baritone voice. He inspired parishioners with a sound message for the 

week ahead to help them through difficult times or encourage gratitude during good 

times.  He was a master of the art of communication. 

 

Much has been said and written about Reverend David Jones, it is not for me to 

elaborate on such fine words, but having approached him 14 years ago and invited him 

to lead the Church service at our 40th Matric anniversary reunion I realised that he was 

someone who really cared for everyone he came in contact with. He made one feel 

special in his company. 

 

Thank you David for everything you did for the boys and girls of the sixties in 

Potchefstroom. We will never forget you. Rest in peace David Jones. 

 

 George Stewart Fleming 
1956 Hill 

(27 February 1938 – 4 September 2017) 

 

Tribute from George’s daughter Ailsa Barrow: 

 

George Stewart Fleming was born to Scottish settlers, who came out to earn their 

livelihood in Witbank, the famous mining town, as it was then known. As the youngest of 

3 brothers, he was sent off to board at St John’s College in 1948, aged 10!  

 

He immediately took to life at the Prep and embraced all that it had to offer. He enrolled 

in Bousfield – the Boarding House – and he looked back with both pride and the fondest 
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memories, having spent some of the happiest years of his life there. He always said that 

St John’s moulded him and influenced his choices and paths he took throughout his life. 

 

 

He revelled in the rich cultural side that St Johns offered. 

His passion for music was ignited at St John’s, where he 

was both a proud member of the school choir and loved 

performing in the Gilbert and Sullivan plays. This passion 

continued well after school, as he sang in choirs for 

many years and was fortunate enough to travel the 

world with his singing. 

 

But sport was where he found most of his joy. He was 

very athletic and took part in all the sport the school 

offered. In the Prep, he played 1st XI Cricket and 

captained the Soccer team. He went on to play first team 

Rugby and Cricket in the College and sport, both as a 

participant and pundit, became an integral part of his 

life. One of his favourite memories of his time at St 

John’s, was the first team rugby tour to St Andrew’s 

College in Grahamstown. 

 

St John’s also inspired his love for History, and he 

boasted the most extraordinary knowledge of the World 

Wars. His insatiable appetite to read as much as he 

could about the World Wars formed the basis of many 

stories and tales to any willing audience. 

 

He was the proudest Old Johannian and loved nothing more than visiting his old school to 

relive so many happy times that he spent there. Needless to say, he was overjoyed when 

his eldest daughter married an Old Johannian and when his grandson started at SJP. His 

ultimate treat was to watch his grandsons playing cricket on the Valley field, now known 

as the Endean field – named after the former Springbok cricketer.  

 

St John’s College played an integral part of who he was and is where he had spent some 

of the happiest days of his life. 

 

                 

GENERAL INFO 
 
St John’s Foundation – 100Club 
 

Did you know…that by donating R100 per month (debited to your school account or through a 

monthly debit order), you can be a part of our exclusive 100Club.  This is a Society Lottery 

whereby every term a winner is drawn who wins 25% of the current ‘pot’.   

 

Please consider signing up for this by emailing Susan Crosse at the St John’s Foundation on 

foundation@stjohnschool.co.za today.  All proceeds go to the various Foundation outreach 

initiatives. 

 
OJA WEBSITE 

 

Please visit our website for more information on the OJ events and happenings taking place 

this year: www.oja.co.za. 

 

mailto:foundation@stjohnschool.co.za
http://www.oja.co.za/
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

You are also welcome to join us on social media by clicking on the links below: 

 

   

 
Facebook 

 
Twitter 

 
LinkedIn 

 

  

OJA OFFICE 

 

Contact details for the OJA office are as follows: 

 

• General email: info@oja.co.za   

• Tel:   +27 (0)11 648 9303  

 

OJA MEMORABILIA 

 

We have a variety of memorabilia for sale at the school shop, including ties, cufflinks, rugby 

jerseys and other items.  Please contact the shop at: shop@stjohnscollege.co.za. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2244756373/
http://twitter.com/#search?q=ojasjc
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=792827&trk=anetsrch_name&goback=.gdr_1271669383460_1
mailto:info@oja.co.za
mailto:shop@stjohnscollege.co.za
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=2361831622#!/group.php?gid=2244756373
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=792827&trk=anetsrch_name&goback=.gdr_1271669383460_1

